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SUBJECT: RETURN OF BIOT ISLANDS TO SEYCHELLES 

REF: STATE 38095 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY COUNSELOR JOHN WILBERFORCE, ON INSTRUC- 
TION FROM LONDON, INFORMED US THAT HMG HAS DECIDED IN VIEW 
OF US POSITION EXPRESSED TO THOMSON (REFTEL) TO POSTPONE 
DECISION ON RETURN OF THREE BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY 
ISLAND GROUPS (ALDABRA, FARQUHAR, ISLE DES ROCHES) TO 
SEYCHELLES UNTIL AFTER CONCLUSION OF SEYCHELLES CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CONFERENCE. HMG EXPECTS TO COME UNDER CONSIDERABLE 
PRESSURE AT CONFERENCE WHICH BEGINS MARCH 14, BUT PLANS TO 
MAINTAIN POSITION THAT HMG ADHERES TO 1966 BIOT AGREEMENT 
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WITH US. 

2. WILBERFORCE WAS ALSO INSTRUCTED TO INFORM US THAT HMG 
WOULD WANT TO CONSULT WITH US AFTER THE CONFERENCE AND 
BEFORE MANCHAM'S VISIT TO U.S. SCHEDULED FOR MAY 6-7. 

3. IN INFORMAL EXCHANGE, WILBERFORCE SAID TREND OF OPINION 
IN LONDON SEEMED TO BE IN FAVOR OF TURNING ISLANDS BACK TO 
SEYCHELLES, THE MAIN CONSIDERATION BEING THE AVOIDANCE OF A 
CONFRONTATION WITH A NEWLY INDEPENDENT SEYCHELLES GOVERN- 
MENT. WILBERFORCE FELT THAT LATE APRIL WOULD BE A 

SUITABLE TIME FOR CONSULTATIONS . INGERSOLL 
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